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came out of the newspa-
pers: from giraffes and
microphones, to donkeys
and fish.

The leaders were keen
to get the girls in contact
with the beauty and free-
dom of nature. The two
outings, one to the sea at
Prestatyn and one to the
hills, Edale, provided just
that.

Judging by the com-
ments of some of the partic-
ipants the summer project
was a great success. “Is
there anything that you

summer programme, that it
had been the best project he
has ever seen at the Centre.

Respect was the key
word in this summer’s pro-
gramme and effort more
than achievement, the
motto — indeed, of all of
ReachOut! programmes).
The award ceremonies at
the end of each programme
helped to reinforce these
points:  children  were
rewarded for their effort (in
Maths, Science, English, in
sport, etc), as well as the
respect they showed for

“I got as much education and enjoyment out
of being with the girls as they got out of
being with us. It's the most rewarding week

of my summer holiday”
Juliet Sinfield, qualified Youth Leader and Teacher, volunteer during the
summer programme.

would like to do with
ReachOut! next summer?”
“Everything”, was the
answer “How would you

improve ReachOut!”
Answer. “by my being
good and stop Dbeing

moody” or “by being very
good and help more”

Rudolph Smith,
Leader in charge of
Procter’'s Youth Centre,

said at the end of the girl’s

their peers and leaders.

The summer pro-
grammes included an ele-
ment of training for the
leaders most of them uni-
versity students. One day
before the start they had
training sessions covering a
variety of relevant issues
including race awareness,
teaching methods and
health and safety.®

Sydonia trying to get something out of paper and sellotape
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Withington Girls School

Moving On

New Appointments

Wheeler,
teacher  at

Francesca

and William Boardman

have been appointed to

the newly created board

of advisors. Mrs Wheeler

was awarded the presti-

‘glous Physics Teacher of

the Year Award in '.1_998.
Mr Boardman has more
than 30 years of experi-
ence as a science teacher
in schools in UK and

abroad. - N
Also  Prof Tom

Healy of Manchester

University, has been

appointed to the board of
advisors. Prof Healy will
also be chairing the fund
raising committee. He is
professor of Anaesthetics

at the University of
Manchester - Medical
School.

New programmes

A new programime
is being designed for

young  people in
Longsight.  ReachOut!
has been invited by
Longsight Public

Library to work two
evenings a week with
young people using the
new Lottery funded facil-
ities the library has.
These include a comput-

. er room with 6 comput-

ers with internet access
and study desks.
Resources  permitting,
ReachOut! will start at

the Longsight Library in

October.

ReachOut! has. also
been invited to operate a
similar - programme  to

‘that currently running in
‘the Medlock Primary and

Ellen - Wilkinson  School

in Ardwick, Ms Stennett,

Deputy Head teacher at

- Claremont Road School
approached ReachOut!

offering her school’s

 facilifies. She said that it

would be brilliant to
have ReachOut! as it had
been so successful in her
previous school, Med-
lock.

Winning team

For the second year
running, ReachOut! has

“come tops at the Victoria
‘Mutual Challenge Quiz
STEP

organised by

(Strategies to Elevate
People).
This year’s team

was made up of five
young boys who man-
aged to keep their cool
and wits until the end
winning at every stage
although the competition
was stiffer than last year.

The winners were
Andre Walker, Jonathan
Sutton, Nathan Sutton,
Jordan Adler and Anton
Mattis. The prizes a tro-
phy and book tokens
were handed out by Mr
Roland Graham, Divi-
sional President of the
Victoria Mutual Building
Society, the sponsors of
the event.

New volunteers

Last-year around 50
volunteers took part in
the winter and summer
programmes. Although
there were some young
professionals (some of
whom as university stu-
dents confributed to the
launch of ReachOut! in
1994!), most of them were
university students.
Manchester and Salford

- Universities, Manchester

Metropolitan University
and even Leeds and
Sheffield  Universities

- were represented among

ReachOut! student vol-
unteers. Three Six:
Formers were involved

as well. One of them,
- Andrew Wheeler, has
“gained a place at Oxford

University. M
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London Adventure Weekend

team of 12 boys
and 6 leaders spent
an adventure

weekend in London in
May 98. It was a bold step
forward: this was the first
residential trip organised
by ReachOut!. It was a
great experience, enjoyed
by all, and certainly worth
repeating.

It was a fun packed
weekend. “I have never
done so many things in
one weekend” said Rees
Williams (10): Canoeing,
abseiling, initiative tests,
group activities, and
on Sunday a visit to
the London Transport
Museum where partici-
pants did the famous LTM
quiz.

There was even a bar-
becue, with meat cooked
to perfection by a team of
inexperienced but quick
learning  cooks  Leon

Brown (13), Daniel Weaver
(12) and Nathan Sutton
(13) working under the

Participants uﬂer the quiz in the London Transporf Museum

expert guidance of lan
Brown, ReachOut! leader.
For most participants
this was their first experi-
ence of canoeing. Many
too had never done abseil-
ing. With the help of fully
qualified instructors they
were introduced to the
excitement of canoeing

Canoe chain: “seems
easy but it’s difficult
to keep the balance”,
says Jonathan Sutton,
(standing up in the
middle).

and abseiling, transform-
ing their initial apprehen-
sion into greal enthusiasm
for the sport. It was diffi-
cult for some to let go,
spending as long as they
could (and even more!)
with their once feared
canoes or climbing ropes.

The trip was made

possible thanks to the fund
raising efforts of the partic-
ipants themselves who
spent several evenings
bag-packing in ASDA
superstore in  Hulme.
ASDA also contributed
towards the trip by offer-
ing to pay for all the food.
n

Throw the egg competi-
tion. Participants had to
devise a way to avoid
brecking an egg when
thrown from the top of
building. Paul Wong and
Anton Mattis try their
design.

Leon Brown on the
climbing wall at
the Jubilee Centre.

-
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What is ReachQut!?

ReachOut! is a project aiming at broadening the
minds of young people to encourage them to take up all
the opportunities offered to them for their education and
maximise their potential. Il targets young people as
young as 8 who, despite their academic ability or talents
might be inclined to abandon formal education prema-
turely. ReachOut! seeks to enthuse young people in their
schooling, help them develop leadership qualities, and
raise educational sights. ReachOut!’s work is centred
around children living in difficult or hostile city environ-
ments, although it also fulfills a broader educational need
for children from all backgrounds.

Organisation

ReachOut! is at present one of the activities organ-
ised by Greygarth Hall and Coniston Hall, two university
halls of residence. Current plans include the creation of a
separate ReachOut! charity. “ReachOut! is growing fast
and to manage this growth and be able to avail ourselves
of many more funding possibilities, we think, after con-
sulting experts, that a registered charity is the way to
go”, says Ashley Stratford, Joint Programme Director of
ReachOut!. He expects the process to be completed by the
beginning of 1999.

The Programmes

During school term, ReachOut! operates in youth
centres in Hulme and Moss Side and in two schools
(Ellen Wilkinson and Medlock School). The sessions,
which last up to three hours, take place on weekdays in
the evenings or on Saturday mornings. University stu-
dents and young professionals offer one to one tuition to
young people in the programme. Three main subjects are
the focus of the tuition sessions: English, Science and
Maths. The aim of the sessions is to help the young peo-
ple aim high in their studies and take them seriously.
Also, through these sessions as well as through the other
activities, a positive role model is being offered to the
young people on the programme. The leaders are their
friends.

During the summer, intensive two
week programmes are available.

Apart from the fact that they

run for the whole day, for
two or three weeks, the
summer programmes

differ from the win-
ter programme in

that they are more
concentrated on
_ activity based
learning.

ReachOut! is an Inner-City Youth Achievement
Programme. If you would like to know more about the
project or would like to volunteer, please contact: Eileen
Cole on 0161-248 5585 or Xavier Bosch on 0161-2242582 or
write to: Coniston Hall, 67-77 Hathersage Road,
Manchester M13 0OEW.
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eachOut! is currently seeking to obtain a
minibus to ferry teachers to the activity
centres, for outings and weekend excur-
sions and the summer programmes. It would
also be invaluable for collecting children in
dark winter evenings. ReachOut! is growing
and with this growth come increased needs
which at present cannot be met or are met at a
high cost (hiring vehicles and using private

Manchester City Council
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ReachOut! is supported by
the Prince’s Trust Study
Support Award
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