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lackpool proved to be the
Breal winner - even though

we did not allow them to
the Pleasure Beach - it was the
real beach we went for... and
there we stayed! Toni who was
the youngest in the group (see
photo) spent so long playing in
the sea she was actually blue
when she came out! The photo
shows her warmed up.

The girls’ project finished on a
high note too: the Moss Side
Power House made a
presentation in Procter Centre
with the Manchester School of
Samba. It was an absolutely
fantastic afternoon, and as it was
the last, it provided a great party!

Finally, the only sad note
about it all, is that on Wednesday
4th August we received a phone
call early in the morning saying
that we could not hold our
Playscheme that day, as there
had been a murder outside the
Youth Centre the night before,
and the Police would not allow
us into the Centre. Our response
was that we could not let the
children down, and that we
would carry on, holding the
scheme in the new park.

PCW Helena
Pearson with her
team at Lyme Park

It would have
been awful for the
children to turn

up and be turned
away!

It was a very
hard day because of the
sad events and the oppressive
presence of so many armed
Police, plus having to improvise
activities when we had so many
other things planned - for which
one needed to be inside, with
materials, tables and chairs.

e’re glad we did not
give up however. This,
no doubt, helped the

children, who were all too aware
of the tragedy.

We were very grateful to the
Youth and Community Trust as
well as the Manchester Guardian
Society Charitable Trust for the
financial help they gave us
towards the project. Precisely, it
contributed to Minibus hire and
diesel, materials, fares, and
expenses of volunteers, all of
which are indispensable

All in all, the summer project
was a valuable and enjoyable
way to carry on the work of
ReachOut! during the vacation.
The two weeks enable volunteers
to build closer relationships with
children making for a better
learning environment for all.
Hopefully we'll see all those
familiar faces once again as we
start the coming term’s
ReachOut!

A “crafty corner” - Cherelle

was the first to finish her mask

and the most of it...

Forging new pc

Bill Keenan reports on the work in a school in Ardw

he response from student volunteers
Thas always been impressive. This has

allowed ReachOut! to respond to the
invitation of some schools keen to see our
programme running in their premises. The
school programme began when classes
had ended for the day, helping both girls
and boys who stayed behind specially for
the tuition and games.

One of the main schools they work in is
the Ellen Wilkinson High School. It is an
inner city mixed 11 to 16 comprehensive in
a 19th century building with new exten-
sions. Its catchment areas of Ardwick,
Moss Side, Beswick, Hulme and Longsight
are all classed as areas of social depriva-
tion. Nearly half of the children have
English as their second language. Their
first languages are Vietnamese, Cantonese,
Arabic, Tranian, Punjabi, Mandarin, Urdu
and Bengali.

An economic profile of the households
from which the children come shows that
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in other words

Hi, my name is Stacey and I am going to
to ReachOut for 5 months. ReachOutl is
for your SATs (exams). Every Thursday
help us with Maths, English and Science
We work in our booklets and then after
like ReachOut! because it shows how mu
the best I can. There are lots of differ
ReachOut! has about ten people. Why? E
amount of fime af ReachOut! so we have
ReachOut! has the best students ever!

They make the work easy to understand
At times we have to do work for our ow
ReachOut! would not, I repeat, WOULD
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fo make the most of it.
as well as having fun,

NOT, help us in our SATS!
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cases. The university students have helped
the pupils grow in confidence as they
progress at their own speed, away from
the normal classroom setting.

“The building of relationships has also
helped to raise the aspirations of many of
the pupils, especially those who are new to
the secondary school system.

“In addition to supporting pupils (who
willingly give up their free time after
school to attend) Reach Out! rewards
pupils with end of term trips and outings.

“Iam pleased to be associated with
such a positive scheme, one that has
helped many of our less able and less con-
fident pupils. Tam very grateful for the
time and effort that is put into preparing
novel and interesting approaches by the
university students. Long may it
continue!”

tell you all about ReachOut!. T have been going
an after school club which helps you get ready
students from Manchester University come fo

we have done quite a bit we play some games. T
Lh T have learned plus it will help me achieve

ent clubs around the world but not one like this!
ecause it is popular. We only have a small

benefit because, if we didn't do any work

Stacey G Age 10
Medlock Primary School

“Tand

parents
love it too”

Eileen Cole talks to Pat Stennett, Deputy Head,
Claremont Junior School, Moss Side.

rilliant!  was  the
adjective used by Pat
Stennett the Deputy

Head of Claremont Road
Junior School, after one year
of ReachOut! working there.
Pat stressed that “this has
been a very positive expe-
rience for our school; we have
never experienced any-thing
like it”.

The school found that the
contact between Year 6 pupils
with  the ReachOut!
University student volun-

teers had been very
beneficial.  “The
children live so
close to the uni-
versity, but they
do not know it,
they never visit it or
get to know the
students {(and there
are thousands of them
around!), and this
project brings them
together. This relation-
ship is very healthy. The
children look up to the
students as their mentors,
and  this gives them
something to aspire to. 1 do
think that it is a dual
privilege. However, the stu-
dents are also lucky to be
given the opportunity of
working with the children”.

“It is amazing that this
could be the link that allows
them to go to University.
They are not too young to be
given such a vision” said Pat.

The ReachOut! students
helped the children prepare
for their SATS exams, -and
even gave them mock exams.
“When the results came out,
it was interesting to see how
concerned the children were
about those results, they
really were concerned about
achieving. We had targeted
the bovderline cases, who
with help might lift their level
from level 3 to level 4. The
fact that they achieved a level
4 was a big thing for them. It

meant a lot. You might think
they are so streetwise and
cool that they are not really
interested, but yes they are,
more than is credited them”.

The point of the project is
to provide a challenge for the
children (so they don't get
bored) in an unthreatening
way, so that the children
have confidence with the
students. “The fact is, they
are getting support they
wouldn't get at home. It is
not that the parents are not
interested, but that the
students can provide a
different quality of support.
Parents value this very much.
ReachOut! helps the children
to remain focused and
challenged”. One very street-
wise Year 6 boy commented
to a teacher: “I'm glad it's not
all work or all play, - there's a
balance”.

When asked what the secret
is to such a positive outcome
from the project, she ex-
plained “if you believe in the
children, they respond and
they give back positively”.
This is very much the
philosophy of ReachOut!, to
believe in the capacity of
each person and nurture all
the positivity that is within
him or her. This allows the
children -and everyone else
associated with the project-,
to thrive.

At the end of the school
year the children enjoyed an
outing... it was a Picnic in the
Park. Pat said “it was only
the local park, but it was
special for them. It was
accessible to all of them
because it didn't cost any
money, and it showed the
children how much they can
enjoy their local area”.

Such was the success of
last year's ReachOut! project
that the childrer reco-
mmended those ir - year
below to join it if tl 'd,
and they have.
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Fund raising

Fund raising efforts continue apace. Chairman of the fund raising
commitlee, Prof Heoly says “we should be able 1o reach our
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ReachOut! is a project aiming at broadening the minds
of young people to encourage them to take up all the
opportunities offered to them for their education and max-
imise their potential. It targets young people as young as 8
who, despite their academic ability or talents, might be
inclined to abandon formal education prematurely.
ReachOut! seeks to enthuse young people in their schooling,
help them develop leadership quadlities, and raise educa-
tional sights. ReachOut!’s work is centred around children
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