.. this is the time for
expanding, extending the
Al building blocks that are

already well established,
upwards and outwards.
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I's a good selling point. Get
to know the ‘reol’ linsert
choice of city here]. Insider

knowledge. The heady thrill of
seeing things through local

eyes- ond we ain't talking
Milton Keynes either, sunshine.
Nope, this is Manchester,
the grim nooorth, and
ReachOutl lets you step
outside studentville for a
while. Put Nielzche on the
shelf where he belongs, fling
on a pair of scabby shoes
and come on down io Moss
Side. You know you wont 1o.

In the words of a
volunteer, ‘it sounds a bil lame but for me ReochOuil has been
gelting to know the people that us students shore a city with’ Not
as lame as the joke | edited out, my friend, bul he's right. Flaimates
getling you down? At ReachOul, you'll make enough Manc
buddies to lost a lifefime. Mad props 1o Mo and Trev, incidentally,
if you're reading Ihis lads. listened to thot tape yel?

ReachOutl isn't about magnanimous gestures. You give up some
of your own time, but lel’s face it, you probably have enough of it.
It's about sharing some of your knowledge, sure, but there’s o two-
woy flow. Sludents and local children spend so much time spitting fire
al each other - ReachOut attends to the collateral domage. Building
bridges and all that.

As a ReachOutl valunteer, your input can be crucial. Inspirational.
Be under no illusions, though - it'll take hard work 10 devise lesson
plans thot actually make a difference, week on week, month on
month. Somefime it can feel o litlle takenistic. It's easy la be cynical.
But at the very least, you can encouroge these children to aspire to
greater things educalionally.

So whot do the volunteers have to say for themselves?

" I've been a ReachOuter since | joined University and | plan fo
stay until my graduation in 2004! The facilities at the Powerhouse are
fantastic, which helps us ta plan a variety of acfivities far the girls" |
Rose Vella, MMU)

"ReachOutl is definitely worthwhile. Even if you influence a child
in a minute way, you can make a difference to their life" {Maria
Nwagwu]

“The feeling of knowing ihat they learn something positive and
useful for their future is very satisfying" {Jose Manuel, UM]

" If you ore up for a challenge, you enjoy working with children
and have lots of bright ideas 1a inspire the youngsters, you will really
enjoy ReachOul" - { lorma McHugh, UMIST)

Qur wisdom, their yauth..You'll have a positive effect, no
question. To what degree - that's your call. Step on forward. Ideas
and enlhusiasm compulsory.

Nick Dobson

" Making

Waves

We recently had the chance to interview Eman Ali, o former
ReachOutl porticipont. He attended the first ever ReachOut!
sessions in the summer of 1994. In the intervening period, he's
enlered higher education, enrolling at Salford Unwversity to study
Business ond Computing. Lost yeor, he returned to ReachOut! os
one of the student leoders on the summer project, reversing roles.
Bill Keenan writes

Eman Ali, o young Asion lad, attended the first ever ReachOuil
session in the summer of 1994,

'l was just storting Stats at the time," he recalls. "l thought that |
could get some help with my homework, so | went along. There
were university students there {It was the first fime he had met a
university student] and they were really heloful. | used to toke my
science work and my moths ond | benefited a lot from their tuition
and encourogement.”

He olso liked the friendly atmosphere. "The pecple running
ReochOut! didn't treot you like junior High School kids. They didn't
shout of you. If you did something wrong they seemed to give you

the opportunity to improve
and do better. It was
tremendous.

"I liked very much
the summer projects
ond the cooch outings.

Eman {with circle) in 1994,
with the other members of
the first summer project.




They were well-
orgonised ond it was
a very fnendly
environment You got
to know people of
other roces os well
You really got to
know  people in
depth It was o great
mix You talked You
learned obout each
other’s oims ond your
experiences You
reolised what reol life
was obout | found it
was exciling and nspiring.

“I learned to chill out with other groups”,
says Eman

Emon first found out obout ReochOutl through Joe Evans, who wos
the Greygarth Worden of the time

Eman is now ot Solford University studying for o BSc honours degree
in Business Informotion Systems Recently he returned to ReochOut! os
one of the student leoders on the summer project

He found his new role as student leoder quite a challenge. "You
hove 10 toke chorge. It meons o lot of responsibility. | enjoyed it. Because
of my bockground, I found it easy 1o relate to the kids."

Did ReochOut! hove ony influence on his decision 1o go to go to
University@

The answer is: it cerlamly did Eman had thought of University before
he went to ReachOutl. But meeting and talking with siudents who were
octually at university opened up new horizons for him.

"ReachOutl definitely gave me encouragement to go 1o university,"
he says

“| think ReachQut! helps peoples” social skills It helps breok down
barriers between people from different backgrounds. | learned ta chill
out with ather groups, with blacks, with whites. Befare it was just Asians,”
he says

success so far is to a large extent due to
the quantity and quality of the volunteers. Peter
Blackwell asks Xavier Bosch, Co-Director, about
the role of the volunteers.

PB: What is the role of the valunieer?

XB: Volunteers are key to the success of
ReachOutl, they are the window through which
mos! people see us

Foch volunieer has one or two children
assigned 1o him/her and the idea is that he/she
gets to know the young people and is able fo

identify which areas of the school curriculum

they need help with, However, volunteers are
not just there to impart knowledge but olso fo provide o
pasitive rale model, encouraging the young people with their
academic ond non-academic pursuits (sport plays an important
oart of the ReachOut! curriculum, as does good manners, respect
and citizenship issues in general),

PB Why would a 12 year old child spend two hours in
ReachOut! on a sunny Saturdoy afternoon?

XB Well, the young oceople who come lo us, are there
because they want to be there, ond that helps a lat: they are
moltivated. They are aged between 9 and 15, ond they have
differing capabllifies: some are gifted, most ore normal, some are
not so lolented However some discover in ReachCutl how much
they are capable of, we try to help them achieve their true
ootential

PB What do you expect fram Valunteers?

XB- | suppose yau could summorise it in lwo words:
commitment and prafessionalism. We don't expect them to turn up

every day but every day they soy they will turn up, which is different.
Some only come for a day a manth, others o day a week Obviously
lhe more lime they can put inla the project the belier. However, we
are well oware there 1s more 1o life than ReochOull

We olso expect volunteers be professional about their job we
osk them to come prepared far each session, with specific work to ga
through with the child thot has been assigned to him or 1o her.

PB- And what can the volunteers expect from ReachOut!?

XB. lots of fun. Yes, It con be tough but olso highly rewording,
especiolly when the children show then oppreciotion Sometimes tog,
the parents come and thonk you for the work youi're doing with their
doughter or son ond that 100 is very nice

Training we demand high standards from our volunteers but we
equip them with the tools and methods to achieve them. Alsa, the skills
lhey pick up with the training programme are useful not just for the
work they do for us, but for their fulure careers: knowing obaut
emational intelligence, first aid and leoming how to monilor the
development of athers are relevant to many areas, not just teaching

Recognition ofter a year of working with ReachOut! volunteers
can receive o cerlificole of achievement, which helps, amang other
things, to sirengthen their CV. Also we are port of the Duke of
Edinburgh Award ond Millennium Volunteers.




Fund Raising

Fund Raising
efforts were given
a big push this
year due to the
increased financial
demands of
ReachOut!’s
expansion. True to
his mission as
fundraising coordi-
nator, Prof Heoly
rose to the chal-
lenge by suggest
ing a bike ride
between Land’s
End and London. Not content with suggesting the idea, which
many thought crazy (and it wasl), Prof Healy, 67, decided to
lead from the front, by riding with the cyclists all the way. It was
a resounding success in all respects; a good time was had by dll
and £3,450 was roised in the process.

Plans are afoot to have another cycle ride in 2003, this time from
Land’s End to Manchester. The Professor is already oiling the
spokes!

New Training for Volunteers

Thanks to a generous donation from a group of former volun-
teers, we have been able to enlist the services of Dr John Valls, a
Spanish education expert who has pioneered research in the
area of Mentoring. His method, which involves specific activities
for the children, group feedback sessions as well as formal train-
ing sessions, has had remarkable success among volunteer organ-
isations in ltaly and Spain, and it is the first time that is being
implemented in England.

Parents’ Steering Committee

The 2002-03 session finally saw the creation of a parents’ steer-
ing committee. The committee made up of parents from children
who come to ReachOut! from Moss Side and Hulme meets every
term to discuss progress in the relevant programmes, suggest new
ideas and provide feedback on ways. If you would like to know
about the committee or be part of it, please contact Mike Tomsky
at the ReachOut! headquarters (see below).

Concert in Barcelona

RO! teamed up with Raval
Solidari, a similar project in
Barcelona (Spain), to organise
a Concert at the prestigious
Winterthur Auditorium, in
Barcelona’s city centre. The
pianist, Mr Ronan O'Hora,
head of Keyboard Studies at

London’s Guildhall School of Music and Drama, delighted the
audience with beautiful renditions of Beethoven, Schubert and
Chopin. This was the third concert which Mr O’Hora has played
in aid of RO! However this was the first he played abroad.
Encouraged by
the success of
the event, both

in terms of funds
raised and
increased aware-
ness, there are
now plans to
hold another
concert in
Barcelona. So,
quick book your
cheap flights for
the weekend of
a lifetime!

Our Thanks

The success of a project like ours is the result of the contributions
small and big from hundreds of people, and institutions. It would
not be possible to thank them all. However, we would like to
express our gratitude first of all to the leaders who have been
give up their most valuable asset -their time- and continue to
show remarkable levels of enthusiasm and commitment. We
would also like to thank our funders, especially the Children’s
Fund whose grant make possible the most successful summer pro-
ject ever. The continued support of Natalie Teniola and her team
at the Children’s Fund has also enabled us to make continued
progress through term time. We would like to thank Shell PLC
who were instrumental in securing the success of the weekend
trip o Wales. Finally, our thanks to the manager and staff at the
Moss Side Millennium Powerhouse, and the Procters Centre in
Hulme for their support.
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children’s fund

If you would like to
receive further information
about ReachOut! or make
a donation please contact:

Xavier Bosch
30 Selworthy Road -
Moss Side - Manchester
M16 7AH - Tel: 061
2267633 - Fax: 06 7648
Email:
enquiries@reachoutuk.org
www.reachoutuk.org



