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imon  Park

pof\‘ S isdelighted

n he became
the
ReachOut! project in Moss

Side. The tasks begin with a hectic game

oMo

involved in

of football with the lads and then follows
one-2-one mentoring in basic subjects such
as English and Maths.

Simon helps especially a 14 year old
boy called Sam. He hopes eventually that
Sam will go to University.

Simon ,who is studying Politics and Inter-
national Relations at Manchester University,
says “They are enthusiastic and bright kids.
Sam is very switched on, he lets me read his
essays and we discuss them.

"You get great satisfaction from seeing
the result of your help,” Simon says.

“Sam, for example, had to do a school
project on speaking and listening. He got
a C and was really disheartened. So we
discussed it. We did a brain storming session
and bounced ideas off each other. Then
Sam went back, did the project again and
gotan A.”

Simon also helps Kassim, a Somali lad
who has been in this country for only a
year and a half. “"He comes every week to
ReachOutl. His English was very very poor
in the beginning. He has come on so well
that he is now playing Scrabble.

“Things like that give you great satisfac-

tion. And every week you see the same faces
and you really get to know the kids.”

Simon got 'to know about ReachOut! in
his first week at University at the fresher's
fair

A friend, Rob Smith, asked me if | would
be interested in working with young people.
| thought, why not2 Then Xavier Bosch gave
a talk that really impressed me. It was about
trying to change the lives of young people
in deprived areas.

“And  as
ReachOut! has helped me. It's helped me to

well as helping others
realise what a privileged position I'm in as a
University student. It has also helped me to
meet the real people who live in Manches-
ter and relate to them.

“It has also improved my perseverance.
It was tough at first and it was only after
three months | felt | was getting to grips with
it. Then one week | organised and ran the
whole project.”

“And have you ever taken 30-odd kids
to a pantomime? The kids had a great time
and are still talking about it. But | can assure
you something like that can really test man-

"

agement skills to the limit.” &

e ebecca,
a second
OUng year music

student at  the
Royal  Northern
College of Music is greatty commit-
ted to helping Olivia, a @ year old girl with

Rebecca ¥

learning disabilities. Olivia was at a special
school until it closed recently and she was
then sent to @ main stream school.

Rebecca, who herself once experienced
learning difficulties, helps Olivia foster rela-
tionships with other students. “She is keeping
pace extremely well with her classmates and
she is very happy,” Rebecca says. “I hope |
have contributed 1o that.
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4Rebecca with her mentee and
friends at St John's in Wythen-
shawe

And when Rebecca found that Olivia was
having difficulties with her handwriting she
began teaching her typing.

Olivia also likes country dancing and Re-
becca accompanies her on the viola.

Rebecca feels she too has been helped
by ReachOut. “I've learned how to play the
role of a grown-up friend. You never have to
be an authority figure, never make yourself
important and never raise your voice.

“Another way in which ReachQut! has
helped me is that | came from the middle of
a big happy family to be on my own as a stu-
dent in Manchester. Working with ReachOutl
has proved to be the best cure for homesick-
ness.

“| have also learned a lot about my own
values and about what is important and what
isn’t. One thing | feel strongly about is that
children should be happy and feel they be-
long. And they should have confidence and
pride in what they are and what they are
doing. Sadly these are the things often most

"

lacking in children living in deprived areas.”®

adzie who is taking a Master's
degree in Global Business af

School,

Business

Manchester

helps with an af-
ter school club in
a deprived area
of the city.
Wadzie
knows the mean-
ing
of hard work and study. Five
years ago she came from Zimbambe to study
for her A levels. She passed them and then
went on to gain an accountancy degree.

importance

“As a post graduate | felt | would like to
do some volunteer work,” she said.”Then |
saw a poster about ReachOutl and it was
explained to me that it was a way of putting
something back into the community.

"I'm very pleased | decided to take it on.
You see kids coming on in their studies. They
appreciate your being there to help them. It
is a very encouraging experience. And you
feel you are really doing something very

"

worthwhile.”®




eachOutl started work in London in
RQOO3 with a pilot programme at the

Jubilee School in Stoke Newington.
After a highly successful year, ReachOut!
obtained backing from the Neighbourhood
Renewal Fund which enabled us to expand
our Hackney operation to a second school,
the De Beauvoir School in, well, De Beau-
voir!

With a number of volunteers from last
year's Hackney programme wishing to stay
involved, recruitment for a new group of
dedicated mentors went well, with a great
response from students at the UCL Fresher’s
Fair, enabling us to provide 24 children with
one mentor for the duration of the pro-
gramme.

The programmes began in earnest in Oc-
tober, with the students meeting the children
for the first time, getting to know them, being
humiliated on the football pitch and inter-
rogated in the classrooms by the inquisitive
children. Mentors were assigned mentees
by November and by the time the Christmas
holidays arrived everyone was extremely
settled in the programme, with a number of
volunteers going on a skiing/training week in
Spain over the break.

With the help of teachers.and staff at the

AThrown into the Dungeons... and loving
every minute of it. A group from Hackney
on a day out.

schools the mentors were able to focus on

specific academic requirements and prob-
lems that their mentees faced, dealing mostly
with English and Maths, but also other things,
such as Music with Justin, a blind 10 year old
at the Jubilee School, and public speaking
which a number of the children excelled at!
The programme was enjoyed by volun-
teers and children alike, with Charlie Strinati,
a senior volunteer saying “l have been
volunteering for Reachout! for two years now
and have found it both an enriching and
rewarding experience. Both the children
and the students that participate in the
programme seem to get a lot out
of it,
especially because there is
a wide range of activities
that we carry out
with the young
people. A par-
ticular activity the
children and |
enjoyed
this year was
‘Build a Tower
in an Hour!’.
I'm sure
we have a

positive,
lasting effect on all those

that participate in this
programme.”

Sam, a year 6 pupil at Jubilee School,
writes | really enjoy playing football with
ReachOut! and lots of people want to be
in ReachOut!” with Teswane, a child at De
Beauvoir demanding that ‘every school
should have a ReachOut! programme!”.
Jordan, a classmate of Sam’s has even
threatened to come back to ReachOut!
in September from his secondary school,
claiming that it is unfair that ReachOut! only
operates in primary schools!

Staff at the schools have also been very
impressed, with Beth Weller, the SENCo
at De Beauvoir School writing "Very good
programme! Fun for the kids, and excellent
in providing positive male role models for the
boys to have around them.’

The ReachOut! one-2-one mentoring year
came to a close in March, at the end of the
spring term, culminating with a trip to the
London Dungeon during the Easter break for
a number of volunteers and children. With
volunteers approaching their end of year
exams at university it became increasingly
difficult for them to maintain a weekly com-
mitment but the volunteers and ReachOutl
will continue to work with the schools and
children throughout the remainder of the
year, not least in the ReachOutl Saturday
Soccer School but also in the upcoming Rea-
chOutt Hackney Summer Programme. &

Tyler with Farai at one of the
mentoring sessions during the
summer project. ¥
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A GRAND NIGHT OUT

It was a first for those attending. Courtesy of the BBC, the team of young

N ot the usual night out. This time the night out was to the Bridgewater Hall.

people from Moss Side and Harpurhey were treated to the very best
in classical music {Beethoven 6th and

LEARNING TO RAP

Procter YP Centre. Thumping bass and

lyrical genius could be heard from
outside the doors. Raw-T's MCs were in
full swing to their latest backing tracks. The
young crowd at Procter had been eagerly
awaiting Raw-T’s arrival and they did not
disappoint. It was a truly special event.

I t was no normal Thursday evening at

Perhaps one reason for the popularity
of Raw-T amongst the kids was that they
too had grown up in Hulme. They were
from the same background and under-
stood what it was like to be a kid growing
up around the area. Yet Raw-T were now
breaking info the big time with their recent
single "Where we live’ being played on
MTV Base. They were an icon of success
to these boys. They had developed skills
over a long time and put in a lot of hard
work, and their feelings about Hulme and
growing up were expressed positively in
the music.

Raw-T's manager, Melvin McDon-
ald, gave a short talk about how they
had started. He highlighted that it wasn’t
without hard work and also emphasised
the importance of schooling. After all you
can’t write good lyrics if you can't
write. At the end of the talk, the
participants were asked to work

on some lyrics for next week,
and Raw-T were coming back
next week to check they’d done
it! The highlight for me came the
following week, when three of

the children performed their rap
“We're the Manchester Crew.”

AREATH 1)

7th Symphonies) played by the very

| bestin orchestras: the BBC Philharmonic.
' Stuart Walker and Aaron Villarasa, who were
expecting boredom thresholds to be reached
within minutes of the first performance, were
surprised: the group was left with hunger for
more. On leaving the Hall, one lady in the au-
dience even congratulated the trip leaders for
the excellent behaviour of the young people
concerned and introducing them to classical

| music.
~ 4Outside the Bridgewater Hall, wait-
~ ing under the gaze of Barbirolli.

LEADERSHIP WEEKEND

: new leaders and mentors took part
' in the Leadership Weekend in Llan-
% gollen in May.

The activity weekend was the culmination
f a year long project aimed at training future
mentors from among the ranks of ReachOut!
The new mentors who successfully accom-
lished the project are from Higher Blackley,

ongsight and Moss Side
Al of them are going to be in year 11 at
their respective schools next year and they
will be mentoring children in year 6 and 7 in
~ their own school and in youth centres.

ON YOUR BIKES!

nce again staff and volunteers
took to the streets, donning
their cycling gear, to do the

Annual Cycle Ride, now in its third
year. Headed by the legendary Prof
Tom Healy, the 2004 ride took 10
cyclists from Manchester to Glasgow.
Prof put the rest of the team -made up
young people less than a third of his
age- to shame by being the only one
to climb Dent Hill, in the Lake district,
without getting off his bike. The total
raised by the cyclists reached £4,000.

Okari, Kyloe, Towano, Declan and Kaneil
with RawT singer MC Dreade ¥V



